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Social surveys were conducted in the fall of 2017. Questions included basic
demographic information, wetland visitation, willingness to pay, a series of
questions about the subjective importance and understanding of ecosystem
services and several free-answer questions. The survey was distributed in
paper, iPad, and online format to individuals, tour groups, hotel patrons, and
community groups and organizations.
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Supporting (10)

Ecosystem Services (24)

Cultural (5)

“Caroni Swamp is a major site for Scarlet Ibis, our National Bird.”

Provisioning (2)

“Some local people make their living by the wetlands by fishing
and crabbing...some wetlands contribute more than others to that.”

Regulating (2)

“Because of...the role it plays in managing flooding as a buffer
zone from the surge of the sea. Also assisting with pollution.”
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Other (12)
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Conduct vulnerability analyses of human-wetland-bird networks to
identify vulnerable and important wetlands

PRELIMINARY RESULTS
In the past 12 months,
how often and which
wetlands did you visit?
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“In order to prioritize conservation efforts with limited resources,
some should be classed as more important than others.”
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“Some are RAMSAR sites”

Framed as an entrance fee
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SOCIETY

Very

Do the current laws and policies protect
wetland birds and their habitats?
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POLITICS

protection,
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“Some wetlands have more importance because of its location
in the country and its impact on humans and animals.”
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How familiar are you with the wildlife
protection laws and policies in TT?

Tobago

hunting,
disturbance

Randomized question: Suppose you were asked to make a donation
or pay an entrance fee of either $1.5, $3, $5, $7.5 or $11 (USD)
with the funds supporting TT wetland conservation and restoration.
Would you?

Data collection is ongoing. When survey collection is complete, I plan to:

1

ec
o
pr
ote
sesyst
rvi em
cti
ce
on
s

NATURE

FUTURE DIRECTIONS

Evaluate the human-wetland-bird network for patterns in use and
subjective value of wetlands and wetland birds

“Wetlands with a larger population of environmentally sensitive
species are more important”
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Trinidad and Tobago (TT) retain some of the largest remaining wetlands in the
Caribbean and are a key link in a major bird migration route. Wetlands and
the birds they support provide critical ecosystem services to local human
populations. However, these habitats are highly threatened. Through social
surveys, it is my goal to determine how people in Trinidad and Tobago interact
with and value wetlands and the birds that live in them. Ultimately, I plan to
link these results with bird and habitat protection.

Responses (36)

BACKGROUND

Are some wetlands in TT
more important than others?
If yes, why?

$3

$5

$7.5

$11

$1.5

$3

$5

$7.5

$11

TRENDS

Caroni and Nariva Swamps, the two largest in Trinidad, are the most visited wetlands

36%

Strongly disagree
Disagree

$1.5

Of those that responded with reasons for wetland priority, two-thirds identified ecosystem
services as the main factors of their importance

Neutral
No opinion

Persons who self-identified as being very familiar with wildlife protection laws were also
those that disagreed the most with their efficacy
The majority of respondents would provide funds for wetland conservation & restoration;
however, when framed as a fee, people were less likely to agree to pay higher amounts

