
 

 

  

NUTTALL ORNITHOLOGICAL CLUB’S  BLAKE NUTTALL FUND REPORT:  
LEAD AND LINE-FREE LAKES – CONSERVATION OF ADIRONDACK 

COMMON LOONS 

 
 
 



BRI’S ADIRONDACK CENTER 
FOR LOON CONSERVATION 

NUTTALL ORNITHOLOGICAL CLUB’S   

BLAKE NUTTALL FUND REPORT:  

 

 

LEAD AND LINE-FREE LAKES – CONSERVATION OF ADIRONDACK 

COMMON LOONS 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BY: 

 

 
Dr. Nina Schoch, Coordinator 

BRI’s Adirondack Center for Loon Conservation 

P.O. Box 195, Ray Brook, NY 12977 
 

Biodiversity Research Institute 

19 Flaggy Meadow Road, Gorham, Maine 04038 

 
207-839-7600 ext. 145, nina.schoch@briloon.org 

www.briloon.org/adkloon, www.facebook.com/adkloon 

 

 

SUBMITTED ON: 

 

September 14, 2014 
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in 1998, BRI is dedicated toward supporting global health through collaborative ecological research, 

assessment of ecosystem health, improving environmental awareness, and informing science based decision 

making. 

 

Biodiversity Research Institute’s Adirondack Center for Loon Conservation is dedicated to improving the 

overall health of the environment, particularly the protection of air and water quality, through collaborative 

research and education efforts focusing on the natural history of the Common Loon (Gavia immer) and 

conservation issues affecting loon populations and their aquatic habitats. 

 

 

 
To obtain copies of this report contact: 

Biodiversity Research Institute 

276 Canco Rd. 

Portland, ME  04103 

207-839-7600 

www.briloon.org 

 

or: 

 

BRI’s Adirondack Center for Loon Conservation 

P.O. Box 195 

Ray Brook, NY 12977 

207-839-7600 x 145 

www.briloon.org/adkloon  

 

 

FRONT PHOTO CAPTION: Gary Lee, field staff member of BRI’s Adirondack Center for Loon Conservation, 

sets up a fishing line recycling container and a “Help Protect Loons” sign on an Adirondack lake. Photo 
provided by Gary Lee. 
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1.0 Summary 

In the fall of 2013, Biodiversity Research Institute received a grant of $2500.00 from the Blake Nuttall 

Fund of the Nuttall Ornithological Club to support our Adirondack Center for Loon Conservation’s 

project titled “Lead and Line-Free Lakes: Conservation of Adirondack Common Loons.” This support 

enabled us to expand our “Lead and Line-Free Lake” educational program, which focuses on reducing 

loon injury and mortality due to fishing line entanglement and accidental ingestion of lead fishing tackle.  

 

The support of the Blake-Nuttall Fund was utilized to enhance public awareness and understanding of 

this critical environmental issue affecting Adirondack loons and other wildlife by conducting the 

following endeavors: 

 

1. Distribution of 83 fishing line recycling containers to lake associations, fishing tackle stores, and 

other organizations in the Adirondack Park. 

 

2. Distribution of our “Loons, Lead, and Line Don’t Mix” brochure to the public and fishing-related 

organizations throughout the Park to increase public awareness about this threat to the Adirondack 

loon population. 

 

3. Provided 11 presentations to Adirondack community organizations, reaching an estimated 950 

members of the public. 

 

4. Development of a display educating the public about conservation concerns affecting Common 

Loons for placement at community events, the Paul Smiths College VIC and the High Peaks 

Welcome Center along the Adirondack “Northway” (I-87). It is estimated that a minimum of 1000 

people have viewed these displays, and likely many thousand more who travel along the 

Northway. 

 

5. Development and distribution of our annual newsletter, The Adirondack Tremolo, introducing our 

“Lead and Line-Free Lake” educational program to more than 6000 Adirondack residents and 

visitors. 

 

6. Increasing public awareness about this project through our website, www.briloon.org/adkloon, and 

our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/adkloon. 

 

7. Placement of educational “Help Protect Loons” signs at approximately 130 Adirondack boat 

launches to increase public awareness about recreational impacts to loons, and to encourage 

responsible fishing and boating to minimize disturbance of breeding birds 
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2.0 Introduction 

In 2013, Biodiversity Research Institute (BRI) received a generous grant of $2500.00 from the Blake-

Nuttall Fund of the Nuttall Ornithological Club to support our Adirondack Center for Loon 

Conservation’s project titled “Lead and Line-Free Lakes: Conservation of Adirondack Common Loons.”   

BRI’s Adirondack Center for Loon Conservation combines scientific research with innovative 

educational programs to address critical conservation issues affecting the Common Loon (Gavia immer) 

population and its freshwater habitats in New York’s six million acre Adirondack Park. 

 

The Common Loon is a fish-eating waterbird that breeds on waterbodies throughout New York’s six-

million acre Adirondack Park. A Species of Special Concern in New York State, loon populations 

experience a variety of conservation threats, including airborne mercury pollution, acid rain, fishing line 

entanglement, lead toxicity, and human disturbance.  

 

Since 1998, each summer, BRI’s Adirondack Center for Loon Conservation has responded to calls from 

the public about loons that are in distress and potentially in need of rescue. Typically, four or five loons 

entangled in fishing line are rescued annually, and two to three deceased loons are submitted to New 

York State’s Wildlife Pathology Laboratory for necropsy. The necropsy results indicate that Adirondack 

loons frequently succumb to lead poisoning from accidental ingestion of lead fishing tackle.  

 

In recent years, unfortunately, there has been an increased incidence of loons needing rescue, 

particularly related to becoming entangled in fishing line. In 2011 and 2012, we responded to over 50 

calls regarding loons potentially needing rescue, and more than half of these cases were related to 

fishing line entanglement or lead poisoning due to accidental ingestion of fishing tackle. Additionally, 

the incidence of other wildlife species being caught in abandoned fishing line has been increasing at 

local wildlife rehabilitation facilities. 

 

Thus, in 2013, we expanded our outreach endeavors to initiate our “Lead and Line-Free Lake” outreach 

program throughout the Park to address this growing conservation concern by increasing angler and 

public awareness about the potential for wildlife mortality due to abandoned fishing line and the use of 

lead fishing tackle. As part of this program, 100 fishing line recycling containers were constructed to 

provide to lake associations and fishing tackle stores within the Adirondack Park. Additionally, an 

informative brochure, titled “Loons, Lead, and Line Don’t Mix” was developed and printed to educate 

the public about this issue.  

 

This report summarizes the results of our “Lead and Line-Free Lake” outreach program in the 

Adirondack Park from the fall of 2013 through the summer of 2014. Support from the Blake-Nuttall 

Fund greatly enabled BRI’s Adirondack Center for Loon Conservation to better protect Common Loons 

and other wildlife within the Adirondack Park. 
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3.0 Objectives 

Our objectives for our “Lead and Line-Free Lake” educational program from the fall of 2013 through 

the summer of 2014 included: 

 

1. Distributing fishing line recycling containers and our “Loons, Lead, and Line Don’t Mix” brochure 

to organizations in the Park.  

 

2. Providing presentations to Adirondack community organizations to inform them of this 

conservation concern affecting loons and other wildlife.  

 

3. Placing displays about our “Lead and Line-Free Lake” program at information centers in the Park.  

 

4. Introducing this expansion of our “Lead and Line-Free Lake” program to more than 6000 

Adirondack residents and visitors through our annual newsletter, The Adirondack Tremolo.  

 

5. Increasing public awareness about this project through our website, www.briloon.org/adkloon, and 

our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/adkloon. 

 

6. Placing educational “Help Protect Loons” signs at public boat launches throughout the Adirondack 

Park during the loon breeding season. These signs inform the public about minimizing human 

disturbance of loons and their nests and chicks through responsible boating, and also promote 

responsible fishing to prevent needless injuries related to ingestion of toxic lead fishing tackle and 

entanglement in fishing line. 

 

 

  

Adirondack Common Loon entangled in fishing line. This bird was 

captured and the line was removed from its bill.  Photo provided by Larry 

Master, www.masterimages.org  
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4.0 Results 

We used a variety of outreach techniques to inform the public about our “Lead and Line-Free Lake” 

program to address the issue of Adirondack loons becoming entangled in fishing line and accidentally 

ingesting lead fishing tackle. The results of our efforts from the fall of 2013 through the summer of 2014 

are summarized below. 

4.1 Fishing Line Recycling Program  

Eighty-three fishing line recycling containers and our “Loons, Lead, and Line Don’t Mix” 

brochure were provided to lake associations, the Paul Smiths Watershed Stewardship 

Program, and other interested organizations throughout the Adirondack Park to enable 

anglers and the general public to easily recycle fishing line. Organizations sponsoring the 

fishing line recycling containers are encouraged to report the amount of fishing line they 

recycled, to help document the effectiveness of this project. 

4.2 Presentations 

From the fall of 2013 through the summer of 2014, we provided 11 presentations to the 

public, reaching an estimated 950 people. The presentation discusses loon natural history, factors 

impacting loon populations, including fishing line entanglement, and our research and education efforts 

to better understand and increase public awareness about these issues, as well as efforts to minimize 

anthropogenic impacts on wildlife and their habitats.  

4.3 Displays 

A display about our work was presented at one public event, the Paul 

Smiths College VIC, and at the High Peaks Welcome Center along the 

Adirondack Northway (Interstate 87), reaching a minimum of 1000 more 

people with information about conservation concerns affecting the 

Adirondack loon population, and our efforts to address these concerns. 

4.4 Newsletter, The Adirondack Tremolo 

BRI’s Adirondack Center for Loon Conservation’s newsletter, “The 

Adirondack Tremolo” is distributed annually to approximately 6500 people via email and regular mail. 

It is also available to the public through our website, www.briloon.org/adkloon. Updates about this 

project were provided in the 2013 issue of the newsletter (Appendix A). 

4.5 Website, www.briloon.org/adkloon, and Facebook page, www.facebook.com/adkloon 

We utilized our website, www.briloon.org/adkloon, to inform the public about conservation concerns 

affecting loons, and about our endeavors to address such concerns. In the fall of 2013, we also 

developed a Facebook page, www.facebook.com/adkloon, to keep the public better informed about our 

current projects, including our “Lead and Line-Free Lake” program.  
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4.6 Boat Launch Signs 

In the 2014 loon breeding season, we placed our “Help Protect Loons” signs at 

more than 130 public boat launches throughout the Adirondacks.  

 

 

 

 

5.0 Benefits of Project 

Through this project, we expanded our outreach efforts to enhance public awareness about our “Lead 

and Line-Free Lake” program. Our outreach endeavors over the past year contributed to:  

 

1. Inspiring public understanding of and involvement in critical conservation issues affecting the 

Adirondack Common Loon population. Enhanced public understanding of, and participation in, 

environmental conservation are essential to addressing threats to wildlife and ecosystem health.  

 

2. Addressing anthropogenic impacts to breeding loons in the Adirondack Park, including such 

factors as fishing line entanglement and lead toxicity due to accidental ingestion of lead fishing 

tackle. 

 

3. Enhancing public awareness about wildlife natural history and environmental conservation. In 

an increasingly urbanized society, it is ever more critical to actively engage the public in learning 

about and fully appreciating the environment in which we live. Enhancing people’s awareness 

about environmental conservation will enable them to better understand the importance of 

regulating pollution and minimizing human impacts to wildlife and the environment, leading to a 

healthier planet for us all. 

 

We are most grateful to the Blake-Nuttall Fund for your generous support of this project. By increasing 

public awareness of conservation concerns affecting New York’s loon population, we are able to help 

ensure that the beautiful and symbolic Common Loon will continue to raise its young on Adirondack 

lakes long into the future. 

  



6 

 

Appendix A: 2013 Issue of The Adirondack Tremolo 

 



7 

 

 



8 

 

  



9 

 

  



10 

 

 



11 

 

  



12 

 

  



13 

 

 


